Warren County Technical School
Theatre Arts Career Academy
Instructor: Randy Bobish
email: bobishr@wctech.org
work phone: 908-689-0122 ext. 2402
EMPATHY    •    IMAGINATION    •    CONTEXT
Creating theatre is a highly collaborative endeavor drawing upon a wide range of skills and crafts. Skill and craftsmanship are fostered and honed through diligent daily practice, so much of our coursework is physical, on-your-feet activities – the equivalent of lab work in a science class.

However, underlying this practical application of skills is an academic foundation that is essential to understanding and improving our craft.

Therefore, there will be traditional academic “book work” and lectures that complement our performance-oriented work sessions.

Subjects of this variety that will be covered over the course of your four years here include:
· Theatre History – from the dawn of human story-telling to today (covered in sections over the 4 years and in increasing depth).
FRESHMAN YEAR – Origins of Theatre, Greek, Roman, and Medieval eras

· Script Analysis – For example, identifying & analyzing plot structure; detailed research of a play’s historical context; carefully combing through the text to uncover inciting incidents, character motivations/intentions and many other details that inform a performance thereby providing it depth and texture.
· Acting Theory – history and evolution of various acting techniques.

· Voice Anatomy – to better understand the mechanics of our vocal exercises.
· Intro to Music – to provide basic music literacy.
· Scansion – identifying and analyzing the meter and rhythm of poetry, specifically as used in the works of Shakespeare. (Primarily sophomore year)
· History of Musical Theatre – how musicals developed and how they have (and continue to) evolve.
· Technical Theatre – anatomy of a theatre and the fundamentals of scenic, lighting, costume, and sound design.

· Business of Theatre – understanding the Biz side of “Showbiz” and managing one’s own career. (Primarily in junior and/or senior year)
We will also follow current events in theatre news to stay informed of the latest trends shaping the art and business.
In theatre, the practical application of our studies is our ultimate goal. The performer’s physical being is his/her instrument. Our “lab” work will include:

· Acting – monologue and scene work putting script analysis and acting theory into action; a wide array of scripts will be utilized covering comedy and drama throughout the ages; will also include improvisational exercises.
· Movement/Dance – exercises to achieve proper body alignment and relaxation in order to develop a responsive physical instrument; also prepares for the physical rigors of performance; will also include basic foundation in dance (ballet, jazz, tap, and classic choreography from musical theatre repertoire).
· Voice – proper vocal technique including breathing, diction, projection; will also include singing technique.
· Technical Theatre/Shop – SAFELY learning your way around a theatrical scene shop; this will, of course, be visited most heavily in support of our main stage productions.
· Productions – producing, marketing, rehearsing, designing, performing, and stage crew assignments for school productions. (In partnership with other career academies, e.g., Business Management, Carpentry, Graphic Arts, Cosmetology, TV/Media).
Assessment

Student progress will be assessed on the basis of:
· Attendance/Punctuality

· Written assignments & projects

· Classroom work (e.g., voice & movement sessions, monologue presentations, etc.)

· Participation in performances (which will also occur outside of normal classroom time)

· Attendance at outside performances

· Conduct (attitude/work ethic, respect of colleagues, i.e., professionalism)
The broader benefits of studying Theatre Arts:

· Increased mastery of language (vocabulary, extemporaneous & public speaking)
· Highly cultivated creative and critical thinking skills
· Capacity for calm, quick decision-making and adaptability in rapidly evolving situations
· Experience working in a collaborative, project-based environment
· Awareness of individual responsibility within team endeavors
· Ability to grasp another’s point-of-view and determine their motives and objectives
· Appreciation of the fine arts’ role in the cultural life of a community
Grading
Grades will be calculated as follows:

60% Homework/Tests/Quizzes 
40% Work Ethic – Preparation, Participation, Conduct

Work/Projects performed in support of school productions (on stage, backstage, Front of House, etc.) are evaluated as part of the “Work Ethic” grade.

PLEASE NOTE: Rehearsals are NEVER an excuse for not doing homework. When you are in a show you actually have to work a little harder...or at least smarter...particularly with respect to time management.

How the Work Ethic grade works
Students begin each week with 100 points. Points will be deducted for the following:

Failure to sign in before the bell (i.e., tardiness)……………………………………………....…-5 pts.
Failure to hand in an assignment on time (and a zero for the assignment)……....………….-10 pts.
Unacceptable format/physical condition of assignment…………………………...………….-10 pts.
Mr. Bobish has to ask you to stop talking…………………………………………………...……-2 pts.
Mr. Bobish has to ask you to stop talking a second time……………………………...…...……-8 pts.
(A third request results in the loss of an additional 10 points and a trip to the office.)
Failure to take notes during lectures………………………………………………….…………-15 pts.
Leaving trash on the floor/seats/stage (each and every instance)………..……….....……....-10 pts.
Unexcused absence…………………………………………………………………………...……-20 pts.
Falling asleep in class……………………………………………………………………...………-25 pts.
Disrespectful to anyone (Mr. Bobish, classmates, visitors, etc.)…………………….…..…….-25 pts.
(Disrespect includes any inappropriate comments, language, gestures, behavior, etc.)
Any infraction of Safety Rules…………………………………………………………...……….-20 pts.
Cheating/Plagiarism………………………………………………………………………………-50 pts.

Performance/Rehearsal-Specific Deductions:

Failure to write down your blocking (each time I check)……………………………………….-3 pts.
Failure to return props to their specified “home” (each instance)……………………………..-5 pts.
Failure to hang up your costume (each instance)………….……………………………..…….-10 pts.
Abusive handling of props, costumes, scenery, or any theater/school property.................. -25 pts.
Giving another actor notes on their performance……………………………………...……….-25 pts.
Pranks onstage/backstage during a performance……………..……………………………….-30 pts.
Failure to notify Mr. Bobish and/or PSM of inability to attend a rehearsal……………...….-40 pts.
Unauthorized alteration of blocking, lines, lyrics, choreography, costumes, props………..-40 pts.
This list is NOT exhaustive. Other inappropriate behaviors may also result in loss of points.
Wardrobe

For general class purposes, simply follow the guidelines of the WCTS Dress Code which can be found in your student handbook.

FOR DANCE CLASS – You MUST be dressed to move and sweat:
NO JEANS or SKIRTS

Acceptable clothing is actual dancewear (e.g., tights, leotard, jazz pants, etc.) athletic/warmup pants, athletic shorts, T-shirts.

Footwear – Various styles of jazz shoes, ballet slippers, sneakers
Proficiencies    By the end of senior year, students will be able to…
Demonstrate an understanding that theater is a collaborative process, with respect to both its creation as well as the interaction of performers and audience.

Demonstrate artistic expression through acting, singing, dancing, and/or writing.

Demonstrate knowledge of theater history and development through the ages

Analyze structure, plot, characterization, and language of a play, both as a literary document and as a theatrical production

Evaluate a theatrical production thoughtfully & intelligently

Participate in the production of a play by:
     - acting
     - designing/building sets and/or costumes
     - designing/hanging/focusing/operating theatrical lighting
     - providing backstage/technical support
     - providing Front-of-House support
     - promoting/marketing/producing

Compile and maintain a theatrical industry résumé

Demonstrate knowledge of various acting theories/techniques (e.g., Stanislavski, Hagen, etc.)

Apply the various acting, vocal, and movement techniques to character development and performance

Identify steps of the rehearsal process and conduct oneself according to professional standards

Demonstrate understanding of the audition process

Demonstrate knowledge of basic dance techniques and choreographic concepts

Perform a song, both solo and as part of an ensemble

Demonstrate an understanding of the producing process and the multitude of professions involved
